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Total Population of the World in Billions 

Source: IIASA 

Middle Class* 

*Middle class here 

defined as daily per 

capita spending of 

between $10 and $100 

in PPP terms 



2008 >50% 

2050 >70% 



Cities are on the frontline 

Nexus of challenge is 
the city - cities in 
developing world  
face steepest  
challenge 

95% of the increasing 
urban population will be 
in developing countries ς 
mainly in smaller cities 



What is the Future Cities Catapult? 



THE CHALLENGE 

ÅCreate a global hub, a laboratory in London, 
ÅAssemble:  policy influencers and makers, private 

sector players, academics, financiers 
ÅCreate future-proof cities focused on the well-

being of the citizens. 
ÅContribute to the challenges of poverty 

eradication, natural resource depletion, and 
ecosystem protection in the face of increases in 
urban populations. 
ÅCollaborate on new financial mechanisms. 
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